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Human Gender - Background 

In the history of humanity, men and women have always worked together in a 
complementally mating and partnership basis. Any attempt, though, at truly comprehending 
the essential nature and design of human gender must pursue a more transcendent 
understanding. From a cosmic perspective, there is a divine plan that establishes the 
purposed duality of male and female. By striving to gain insight into our Paradise Father's 
purposes and plans, especially as these refer to the purposed duality of men and women, 
we will begin to appreciate just how special we men and women are in the Father's creation 
and just how important we are in the carrying out his divine will.  

What is the most revealing approach to gaining insights into the sometimes perplexing 
relationship between men and women? On our world, men and women have patterned their 
relationships to conform in accordance to the evolutionary influences and driving forces of 
their own particular time and place. Because a civilization's status quo of culture and society 
is in constant flux, being subject to both long periods of slow evolutionary growth 
interspersed with sudden incursions of revolutionary change, this dynamic of change exerts 
strong influence on the relations between men and women. These sporadic pressures on 
gender relations will be both erratic and often transitory.  

Because the world status quo of gender relations is so diverse and variable, it may be 
impractical to solely concentrate on culturally specific and qualifiedly historical influences on 
the sexes as they have co-existed and co-evolved on our isolated planet. We can more 
fruitfully investigate the true nature and design of the sexes by understanding their place 
within the functional arena of divine and cosmic relationships. Our duality of sexual gender 
is not accidental and unique to the mortal creatures of this world - it is patterned by creative 
design and intent on a higher prototype, on an elevated cosmic pattern. Our heightened 
understanding of these elevated patterns of cosmic association should provide insightful 
light on our own sexual attitudes.  

Analysis will shed needed light on the wisdom and skill that the revelators of The Urantia 
Book have creatively exercised in their efforts to strategically establish this epochal 
revelation on the world today. The Urantia Book examines gender relationships throughout 
its many papers, revealing many subtle levels of cosmic understanding and interpretation. 
The presenters of these papers have also employed sexual terminology in unique ways, 
often adding subtle meanings that go beyond standard usage on gender. 
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For example, at first glance it may be understandably awkward to comprehend the term 
"son of God" as entailing a non-sexual but functionally insightful definition that equates this 
designation to meaning "children of inheritance" (e.g., of the kingdom of heaven) -- but there 
is good theologic precedent for exactly this interpretation. Jesus' own usage of this term is 
consistently inclusive of both men and women - he did not exclude women from any of his 
statements when referring to humanity as potential sons of the Father. He did, however, 
conform to the patriarchal linguistic norms of contemporary Judaic society in using such 
terms as the brotherhood of man and the sons of God, doing so with a crucially astute twist - 
he focused his conceptual semantics around the higher idealization of the functional family 
with unqualified inclusion of both men and women. Men and women belong to the 
brotherhood of man, and men and women have the potential to become sons of God. This 
inclusion is of a functionally and not a sexually qualified nature. 

 

  

The apostle Paul very specifically uses the word son in a spiritually functional sense: "You 
are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male 
nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus." [Galatians 3:25,26], "And because ye are 
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba, Father, 
'Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ'." [Galatians 4:6,7] Paul is not excluding women from being proper heirs of God 
through Christ. If Paul's statement were to be arbitrarily altered to read the "sons and 
daughters of God", we would lose sight of the functionally non-gender usage of "son" as 
entailing spiritual inheritance. This altered phrase could only then be properly understood in 
the context of an inclusive gendered connotation, and this subtle notion of both men and 
women as being sons (spiritual heirs) of the kingdom would then likely be missed.  

The Bible itself is certainly not void of positively reinforcing statements about the purposed 
design of dual genders. One of the most powerful affirmations of woman's integral role in 
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God's creation is stated quite plainly at the beginning of the very first page of the Old 
Testament: "So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him: male and female he created them." (Genesis 1:27) Woman is, along with man, the 
direct and intentional creation of God and the crown of his creation; man and woman were 
made for each other by divine purpose. Together, they constitute humankind, which is in its 
full and essential nature dually gendered. Compared to the Old Testament, the New 
Testament represents an enlarged advancement in theological thinking and presentation. 
Here we have an example of a critical paradigm shift in the manner in which men and 
women are regarded respecting their mutual purposes and destinies. The epochal role that 
women play in this new scheme of things, though far from ideal, represented a major 
advancement in a culture that was previously immersed in the theology and ethics 
embodied within the central core of the "patriarchal" Old Testament.  

Jesus himself was particularly quite positive in his attitudes towards women, and this mind-
set was truly revolutionary for his historical time and place. He freely conversed with women 
from all stations of life, he assigned them key roles in his public ministry, and he numbered 
them among his closest friends and followers. Jesus strove to present women as complete 
human beings, in all ways spiritually equal to men. This attitude was truly revolutionary for 
his time, and it consequently became a source of many of his ministerial difficulties and 
much of his instructional rejection by the leaders of the old vanguard, the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees.  
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Even the apostle Paul, who has inherited an unsavory reputation regarding some of his 
perceived attitudes towards women, still possessed the positive frame of mind to make 
some remarkably powerful statements about the spiritual equality of women. For example, it 
was Paul who was able to proclaim "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Jesus Christ." [Galatians 
3:28] God is beyond gender. Our conception of God, especially as a personal and 
contactable being, is intuited from the Father's own revelation of himself to his creation. 
However, we often develop an inadequate and incomplete understanding of the true nature 
of our relationship to a personal God because we participate in this relationship as sexually 
gendered persons - we have difficulty in separating our own finite natures from God's 
eternal nature. We tend to anthropomorphize God into our own image.  

Paul has been routinely castigated for his avowed subordination of women. In all fairness to 
his detractors, Paul did erroneously understand women as occupying a distinctly 
subordinate role in society - but this biased assessment of his was in harmony with the 
social norms and the historical context of his culture. As a result of recent investigations by 
scholars of the New Testament, opinions are being formulated that cast Paul in a relatively 
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more sensitive light. His views are being re-evaluated as being well ahead of his times. He 
is being recognized for his willingness to work closely with women and for his habit of 
regularly extolling their spiritual virtues within the framework of the embryonic churches that 
were emerging throughout the Mediterranean basin.  

Taking into account the patriarchal environment affecting the culture and religion of his 
times, Paul's expressed views on the spiritual equality of women on their mutual roles within 
the church organization were decidedly radical and progressive. Men and women were 
enforced to build their relationships on a foundation of mutuality and love. There is put 
forward an insistent degree of reciprocity between men and women. By virtue of their 
baptism into the Church, women obtained a new standing of equality. Men and women 
stood before God in the same relation; both are born into sin, but with the identical 
opportunity for salvation.  
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Human Gender - Design and Purpose 

Investigation into the true nature and design of the sexes will exemplify two primary insights:  

 The male and female derivations of human gender are truly equal but 
differential - hence complemental - to one another by creative design.  

 The supreme dependence of men and women on shared co-operation is 
divinely intended to greatly enhance their mutual potentials for social, 
intellectual, emotional, and spiritual growth.  

In its full and essential nature, humankind is dually differentiated according to function, 
awareness, and behavior response. Male and female are perfectly equal in mind 
endowment and spiritual status, but they remain individually supreme in their own personal 
domains of activity as these are "determined by biologic differentiation and by mental 
dissimilarity." [UB 84:5:13 (938:3)] Practically regarded, men and women are representative 
of "two distinct varieties of the same species living in close and intimate association." [UB 
84:6:3 (938:7)] 

Through the distinct and separate natures of the sexes, there result great dissimilarities of 
reaction, viewpoint, and thinking between man and woman. This division by gender 
provides for partnership associations that greatly multiply functional versatility. This 
enhancement of possibilities for personal attainment and accomplishment provides a means 
for overcoming the many inherent limitations incumbent on the imperfect status of finite 
being. Throughout our ascendant careers, men and women will beneficially cooperate "in 
the solution of perplexing universe problems and in the overcoming of manifold cosmic 
difficulties." [UB 84:6:6 (939:1)] 



8 
 

 

  

The complex mammalian life systems on our world of Urantia reproduce by the physical 
interaction of two individuals differing from one another with respect to sexual gender. This 
patterned dimorphism of sexual phenotype is characteristic of the dual gender patterns that 
are manifest throughout the local universe realm - most local universe creatures are dually 
differentiated according to function, recognition, and behavior response. We are informed 
that such divinely purposed dual personality associations are intended to greatly multiply 
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functional versatility, providing these orders of universe creatures with a means for 
overcoming their many inherent limitations incumbent on their imperfect status of finite 
being.  

Most men and women have very confused notions regarding gender and its effects on the 
ways we view ourselves, each other, and our roles in society. Are we able to understand 
how these acquired perceptions affect the way we see ourselves, how others see us, and 
how this shapes our identity? Do males and females have different complements of 
intellectual abilities? Are there inherent differences in cognition and perception between 
men and women?  

Biogenetics tells us that the male and female are physically different from one another 
because women are endowed with two X chromosomes whereas men have one X and one 
Y chromosome. Chromosomes are DNA-containing aggregates within the cell nuclei of 
plants and animals - they are directly responsible for the determination and transmission of 
heredity characteristics. While the X chromosome contains genes that direct a broad range 
of functions, such as blood clotting and some aspects of color perception, the Y 
chromosome primarily bears those genes responsible for male sexual characteristics. The 
science of neurology is beginning to determine that men and women use their brains in 
fundamentally different ways. In concert with our differential complement of hormones, 
men's and women's brains process information differently - this accounts for our mutual 
differences in perceptions, priorities, and behaviors. Primarily, speech is processed in 
different regions in women's and men's brains. In addition, it is being discovered how 
hormonal levels can affect people's performance on certain verbal and spatial tests.  

The revelators of The Urantia Book have very little to say about scientific revealments 
involving physiological, neurological, or psychological bases of differences between men 
and women. They have been mandated not to anticipate any information that our world is 
ready to discover for itself - and I believe that we are now on the verge of understanding at 
least the rudimentary differences that contribute to the various ways we differentially act, 
think, and experience in our lives. Where The Urantia Book does provide enlightenment 
regarding this issue is in its portrayal of the mindal and spiritual make-up of men and 
women. For example, the book makes it a point to indicate that there is a qualitative, but not 
a quantitative, difference in the mind endowment of men and women. Both male and female 
are given a fully equal quantity of adjutant mind; there is no quantitative inequality of mind 
bestowal. Men and women share equal capacity for intelligence quotient. However, there 
appear to be qualitatively subtle differences in the mind that the Universe Mother Spirit 
bequeaths to her universe children as this mind is used in conjunction with the brain.  

The adjutant mind that is utilized by a man may be qualitatively different from the 
complement of adjutant mind that is bestowed to a woman. We often attribute these 
perceptual and reactionary differences to the level of animal instinct and hormonal 
influence. We usually assign strictly physical causes to these differences. But The Urantia 
Book would lead us to consider that mind itself may be dually bestowed by design and 
according to gender: For example, what we understand as "mother instinct" may be 
attributed more to female mind endowment than to genetic make-up. 
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It may be that the different hormonal constitutions and levels between men and women 
require that the local universe Mother Spirit administer a different quality of dualized mind 
endowment; it may be that this difference in the physical functioning of the brain requires 
different complemental bestowals of human mind. Even so, we are also informed that this 
qualitative differentiation has absolutely no spiritual impact on the subsequent interaction of 
the mortal mind and God in the co-creation of soul. The Universal Father treats all of his 
universe children with equal consideration regarding their perfecting of the human spirit.  
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This complemental allocation of mind, in conjunction with key differences in the 
psychological functioning of the brain, may help us understand why the sexes have such 
supreme difficulty in attaining a full comprehension of one another. Ever will we be 
challenged in our efforts to achieve effective and co-operative union with one another.  
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On the other side of the coin, we are strongly encouraged to take heart in the fact that we 
are divinely designed to be effectively complementary. A working union between man and 
woman is capable of incredible synergy. Apart from our shared capability for maintaining 
and reproducing the society in which we co-exist, co-operative unions of men and women 
"are vastly superior in most ways to either two men or two women." [UB 84:1:9 (932:6)] This 
partnership technique dramatically enhances our combined attainment and accomplishment 
possibilities for our intellectual, social, and spiritual growth. 

The behavioral gap that separates men and women can never be bridged. Societal customs 
and sexual mores will always be subject to evolutionary and revolutionary pressures, but the 
instincts and mind endowments that characterize the complemental natures of the sexes will 
not allow for civilization ever to reconcile these differential behaviors. We are created equal 
in spirit and aspiration; but always will we be separated by biology and mind. 

 

  

Each sex experiences a life that is characterized by distinctively different spheres of 
existence. This remains ever so, even if these specialized spheres will often interface and 
even overlap. The Urantia Book not only acknowledges this truth, it proceeds to pronounce 
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that these domains, as differentiated by gender, carry with them inalienable and 
noninclusive rights. A refusal to recognize this truth can only lead to social discord and 
cultural disaster.  

 

  

As much as man and woman require one another in the fulfillment of their mortal careers 
here on Urantia, they will continue to need one another as they progress onward in their 
ascents through the morontial and spiritual spheres of existence. We will always recognize 
and be glad for our persistent differences in viewpoint, and this recognition and appreciation 
will endure through every stage of our superuniverse ascent; this attitude will remain with us 
in our efforts to assist one another in our ascent through Havona and onward towards 
Paradise. Even when we have achieved perfection of self as members of the Corps of the 
Finality, we will maintain our ability to recognize those personality trends that once 
characterized us as male and female.  

We are purposed to interact with one another, to take full advantage of the benefits that are 
attainable through the efforts of our interaction. In fact, if we do not take advantage of this 
opportunity while we live our lives here in the flesh, we are prevailed upon to take 
advantage of those opportunities available to us later, compensating these very personal 
deprivations. Sex experience in a physical sense provides for very great exercise of 
personal discipline - it provides for a full measure of social, intellectual, emotional, and 
spiritual growth and maturation. If we miss this opportunity here on this world, then those of 
us who have been "deprived of the benefits of advantageous sex association on the 
evolutionary worlds" are "afforded full opportunity to acquire these essential mortal 
experiences in the close and loving association with the supernal Adamic sex creatures of 
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permanent residence on the system capitals." [UB 45:6:3 (516:1)] We are then enabled to 
take advantage of the close association with the Material Sons and Daughters, both 
individually and as members of their families for just this very purpose.  

One of the strongest human impulses that incessantly drive men and women into 
association with one another is the mating instinct. Next to food, there is no stronger drive of 
human incentive than the sex urge. We are literally designed so that this is so. It is a "simple 
and innate biologic fact that men and women positively will not live without each other." [UB 
83:0:2 (922:2)] This innate propensity is one of the dominant physical driving forces that 
ensure the propagation of the species.  
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When social evolution has sufficiently progressed to that stage where the sexual interaction 
of the species has acquired formal cultural customs and mores, the institution of marriage 
emerges as an accepted and enduring aspect of that society. 

 

  

Contrary to much accepted belief, marriage is not a sacred and divine institution - it is a 
derivative and material function of the mortals of the evolutionary worlds. Essentially, it is 
not ordained that the pairing of any man and woman in matrimony should initiate an 
obligation that is necessarily carried over beyond this material life. Marriage is strictly the 
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"evolving social partnership of a man and a woman existing and functioning under the 
current mores, restricted by the taboos, and enforced by the laws and regulations of 
society." [UB 83:8:8 (930:4)] Along with marriage, the resulting human family is also a 
distinctly human institution.  

 

  

Although divine authority does not directly consummate the actual human institution of the 
marriage-home relationship, it is divinely supported that such unions of men and women in 
the bonds of a marriage contract exist for the purpose of procreating and rearing offspring. It 
remains the very highest of human ideals. 
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A true family generates profound insights in all of its members regarding the real and loving 
attitude that the Universal Father has for his children. In like manner, the mother and father 
within such a family portray to their children a loving parental portrait of the same Father. 
For such children, this is only the beginning of a "long series of ascending disclosures of the 
Paradise parent of all universe children." [UB 84:7:30 (942:1)]  

Along with the injunction to take advantage of the personal growth potentials available in co-
operative relationships with the individuals of the opposite gender, men and women must 
also experience the personal joys and disciplines involved in the raising of children. Children 
need both the father and mother for a healthy universe outlook and expectation. These 
children do not necessarily need to have been of direct issue of either parent. It is not the 
actual birth experience that qualifies this discipline as being acceptable. Rather, the 
acceptance of the personal responsibilities to which each and every individual must 
acquiesce qualifies as true parenthood.  

We cannot forever remain dependent wards of the universe. We must sometime undergo 
that reversal of insight that accompanies these child-to-parent transitions, and this essential 
experience is not limited to the task of mothers. Fathers need the experience of being a full-
time parent just as much as do mothers. In fact, it is also necessary for many non-mortal 
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candidates for the Corps of the Finality on Paradise to undergo this same type of parental 
experience.  

 

  

Human Gender - Conclusion 

The revelation contained within The Urantia Book offers this world new modes of thinking, 
new systems of values, and new expressions of spiritual imagery. We are challenged with 
new insights into the functional arena of divine and temporal relationships as these are 
based on new and transcendent meanings. These expressions are given unique and 
cosmic understanding and interpretation.  

The Urantia Book makes a strong break from many of the cultural and theological traditions 
of Judeo-Christian patriarchy, especially as these regard the conceptual imagery central to 
religious language. The descriptive language in The Urantia Book is filled with personal 
expressions of God and Deity that are bursting with the images of maternal divinity and 
femininity. The ultimate power of femininity and maternity forever course through the very 
fabric of the universe of universes; the creative heart of God is beautifully characterized by 
the image of the Universal Mother.  
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Today, we are in possession of a revealed theology that is capable of fulfilling both male 
and female desires. We are exposed to spiritual imagery that transcends gender-specific 
capacities and awareness. These new and transcendent functional concepts are derived 
from higher cosmic patterns - these allow us to better understand the underlying purpose 
and design that gives rise to the male and female derivation of human gender. We learn of 
the basic design that establishes the purposed duality of man and woman; we realize that 
we are truly complemental to one another by creative design. This revelation is a powerful 
resource for promoting a supreme ideal of self-affirmation for men and women in their 
search for a natural ground in the cosmic scheme of things.  

Men and women are created truly male and female. We are gendered as such to provide us 
with the functional capability for sexual reproduction. But this species differentiation does 
not end at this distinction - although we are essentially created equal as regards our spiritual 
make-up and mindal allotment, we are complemental in our mutual natures by design. We 
are biologically different and qualitatively complemental in mind. There are very definite 
differences in nature, reaction, viewpoint, and thinking between men and women; these 
differences affect the various ways we act, think and experience in our lives. It is by virtue of 
this complementary design that we are supremely dependent on shared co-operation with 
one another. The benefits from these personal relationships and commitments are that both 
parties, both men and women, will forever continue to intrigue, stimulate, encourage, and 
assist each other ever on towards higher achievements of social, intellectual, emotional, 
and spiritual growth.  

Men and women must be encouraged to develop a loving tolerance and understanding for 
one another. They need to experientially learn to feel and respect the deepest concerns and 
aspirations of the other. We all need to create a culture that promotes new modes of 
thinking, new systems of values, and new expressions of spiritual imagery that must be 
inclusive of both male and female spiritual desires. If men and women can more clearly 
understand how we have come to today's established customs and norms, then we will 
have created a more solid foundation on which to build a more transcendent symbology and 
terminology for sharing our mutual spiritual aspirations and destinies.  

Each sex has the ability to transcend itself, to experientially learn to feel and to represent 
the deepest concerns of the other. Through the acquirement of these skills, men can 
partake of the natural qualities of motherliness and women can similarly partake of the 
natural qualities of masculinity. We can accomplish this without ever losing sight of our more 
basic and instinctive natures. We should strive to create a culture that allows and 
encourages women to become masculinely feminine and men to become femininely 
masculine. Many individuals will choose to actualize both masculine and feminine aspects of 
their natures if they are only encouraged or allowed to do so by their culture. Men and 
women need to attune themselves to the values and qualities of the opposite gender so that 
they may become more perfectly whole.  
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Prayer 
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Prayer is a very real phenomenon in human experience that has a lasting impact on the 
individual doing the praying. It is by divine design that "there is an instinctive longing in the 
heart of evolutionary man for help from above and beyond." [UB 92:5:2 (1008:7)] The more 
spiritually and progressive forms of prayer touch upon the superconscious levels of mortal 
mind wherein lies the indwelling Father-presence of the Adjuster, thus making contact with 
the spiritual influences of the universe. Prayer effects a spiritualizing response, especially 
when it seeks for divine inspiration and guidance. The best prayer initiates contact with 
objective spiritual realities, and this effort becomes a powerful spiritual-growth stimulus 
towards super-human values. This kind of prayer expands the soul's capacity for spiritual 
receptivity.  

Prayer leads to an appreciation for the social communion of sonship and the group 
expression of fellowship, and collectively this leads to cooperative spiritual progress. Prayer 
is designed to expand insight. Prayer is conducive to health, especially psychological 
health. Prayer is "the psychologic process of exchanging the human will for the divine will." 
[UB 144:4:7 (1621:6)] Although prayer does not necessarily provide for miraculous cures of 
real diseases of a physical nature, it often aids and assists the remedial treatments against 
these diseases. 
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The words that are employed in expressing prayer are our attempts to verbalize our heart's 
desire, but God searches the yearnings of the soul and knows of our innermost needs even 
before we can give them intellectual expression. The answers to these prayers usually 
result in an attitudinal adjustment to our life circumstances such that we become 
experientially wiser in dealing with them. 

A sinful heart flirts with spiritual iniquity and its prayers threaten the connection of the human 
soul with the channels of spirit communication between man and God. Also, in similar 
manner, prayers that go counter against the Father's will likewise threaten these spiritual 
circuits.  

 

Worship 

WORSHIP [UB 16:6:8 (192:4)] 
 

 The spiritual domain of the reality of religious experience.  
 The personal realization of divine fellowship. 
 The recognition of spirit values. 
 The assurance of eternal survival. 
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 The ascent from the status of servants of God to the joy and liberty of the 
sons of God. 

 The highest insight of cosmic mind, the reverential and worshipful form of 
the cosmic discrimination. 

The Paradise Father never imposes the obligation of worship upon his universe creatures. 
Rather, it is his children who voluntarily worship the Father out of a deep abiding love and a 
recognition of his worthiness for being loved. There are no expectations in return for this 
heart-felt adoration by the true worshiper. We all freely worship the Father because 
ultimately it gives us joy to do so. 

 

  

We naturally worship the Father in complete adoration because we recognize that his love 
for us is so divinely unbounded and unconditional. The Father loves us regardless of 
whether we love him in return. In fact, his love for each one of us is just as full and replete if 
we were a lost sinner as it is if we were the greatest of saints. 
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We worship the Father because he is personally involved in every aspect of our lives and 
because he incessantly proves worthy of our fullest trust. The Father lives within each of us, 
and he remains intimately in our deepest being as we traverse our life pathways. The 
indwelling of his spiritual spark through his bestowed Thought Adjusters unfailingly registers 
all "the bona fide adoration of their subjects acceptably in the presence of the Universal 
Father." [UB 5:3:2 (65:4)]  
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We may include forms of prayer in our worship sessions, but in reality these prayers will find 
more purposeful registry in the Eternal Son or the Creator Son. We cooperate with such 
spirit personalities as our guardian seraphim in working out the practical details of our daily 
life, we pray to and commune with the Eternal Son and the Creator Son, but we worship 
God our Paradise Father. Presiding in the local universe creations for the Universal Father 
and the Eternal Son of Paradise, the Creator Sons respond to the sincere and heartfelt 
prayers of their creature subjects. Upon earning their unquestioned recognition of local 
universe sovereignty, these Creator Sons become entitled to receive worshipful adoration in 
the rightful name of the Father.  

Sincere worship by a mortal creature entails the full dedication of personal being. The real 
significance of this worship finds reflection within the evolving immortal soul, while the 
material mind only achieves a partial semblance of this experience. This experience by the 
mortal mind is proportional in accomplishment to the degree that the immortal soul has 
evolved. On Paradise, worship becomes a blissful passion for those who find themselves in 
the personal presence of God. Worship here becomes a supreme expression of adoration 
and spiritual praise. This act of worship becomes a perfect form of self-expression, 
enjoyment, appreciation, and gratitude. 
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As mortal beings, we are given the supreme ascension challenge from Paradise for seeking 
and eventually finding the Paradise Father starting as we do from a remote outpost of finite 
creation. Rising to this challenge, we will one day develop an all-encompassing purpose of 
will, and at the same time we will experience a swelling of spiritual emotion that can only be 
satisfied in heart-felt worship. In the worshipful communion with our Paradise Father, we 
obtain a glimpse of our perfecting future in anticipation of what we are becoming day by 
day. The worship experience reflects back to us a divine inspiration of what lies ahead. We 
anticipate our enhancing dedication for the loving ministry of our brothers and sisters, and 
we gain a foretaste of our soul-detachment from material concerns as replaced with an 
augmenting hunger for spirit attunement. 
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The material mind is limited to a level of intellectual self-consciousness that falls short of the 
capability to attain the reality of true worship experience. The consciousness of true worship 
entails the mobilization of the fully manifested human personality as it is dominated by the 
evolving soul and is willfully subject to the associated presence of the indwelling Thought 
Adjuster. Worship consists in the full mobilization of all the powers of human personality, 
under the dominance of the evolving soul, divinely directionized by the Thought Adjuster. 
The extent of the soul's development determines the quality of the personal worship 
experience.  

4 Cosmic Levels of Worship: 

 The intellectual mortal mind consents to worship. 
 The immortal morontia soul craves and initiates worship. 
 The spiritual presence of the Thought Adjuster conducts worship on 

behalf of the mortal mind and the evolving soul in the attempt to 
communicate to the Universal Father their conjoint longings and 
spiritual aspirations. 
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 Personality is the unifier of the worship consciousness of mind, soul, 
and spirit. 

 

Mortal mind experiences the true significance of sincere worship by utilizing the full faculties 
of human personality as these are influenced by the participation of the evolving soul under 
the direction of the associated Thought Adjuster. In human experience, true worship is soul-
inspired because the developmental growth of the evolving immortal soul transcends the 
intellectual status of the self-conscious mortal mind. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN: THE DISCOVERY AND 
INTEGRATION OF EXPERIENTIAL REALITY 

The Discernment of Things, Meanings, and Values 
The Discovery of Truth, Beauty, and Goodness 
Science, Religion, Philosophy, and Revelation 

Fact and Truth, Belief and Faith 

 

The Discernment of Things, Meanings, and Values  

The cosmic-mind endowed personality possesses innate recognition-realization of physical 
reality, intellectual reality, and spiritual reality. The physical senses of life discover the 
existence of things (energy), mind consciousness interprets the reality of meanings (mind), 
and spiritual experience chooses the true values of life (spirit). The personal experience of 
these three elements in universal reality generates the development of the facts of reason 
(science), the ideas of wisdom (philosophy), and the insights of faith (religion).  
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The cosmic-minded creature personality has the ability to recognize the multiple realities of 
energy, mind, and spirit. This cosmic recognition within the human consciousness grounds 
and validates the personal unification of human experience. The three reality domains of 
things, meanings, and values are innate to all manifestations of cosmic mind. They are the a 
priori assumptions on which all personal experiences are based. These three cosmic 
intuitions are innate self-revelatory realizations that give objective validity (reality) to the 
human experience in and with things, meanings, and values.  

 

 

The fact, the law, and the love of God are all discernible to will creatures as inalienable 
endowments of human consciousness. These three reality responses of cosmic recognition 
are intuitively realizable and are subject to the personality-unification of the human 
consciousness. The cosmic-mind-endowed, Adjuster-indwelt, personal creature is thereby 
equipped to discern the fact, the law, and the love of God. 



32 
 

 

 

We are told that mind is the functional unifier of diverse realities (e.g., energy, mind, and 
spirit), and that the individualized mind-experience of this "triunity of functional reality" 
creates a "personality satisfaction of the realization of cosmic constancy and consistency." 
[UB 102:2:5 (1120:2)] Furthermore, the accumulation of these personal syntheses of energy 
realities, mind realities, and spirit realities are collected and correlated in the actualizing 
experience of the person of the Supreme Being himself.  

The mortal consciousness perceives the universal realities of energy, mind, and spirit "from 
the mind level, from the perspective of its psychological registry." [UB 102:2:5 (1120:2)] As 
these triune aspects of experiential reality become functionally active in the personal 
environment of a mortal being, the harmonizing nature of that person's encircuited mind 
endowment will innately act to unify this diverse reality of things, meanings, and values. The 
mortal consciousness depends on the mechanism and technique of mind for correlating the 
outer material human experiences with the inner spiritual response. This mind activity of the 
experiencing personality conditions the quality of personal expression and the extent of self-
realization. 
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The Discovery of Truth, Beauty and Goodness  

Truth, beauty, and goodness are man's intellectual approach to the universe of mind, 
matter, and spirit. Mortal personality unifies the human experience of mind, matter, and spirit 
realities. Truth is the intellectual foundation of religion. Beauty is representative of the 
meaningful rhythms of all human experience. Goodness drives experiential perfection-
hunger. Although truth and beauty may be conceptualized by non-personal mind, goodness 
is incomprehensible when separated from personality. Goodness is always associated with 
the discrimination of truth and beauty. The hunger and thirst for goodness by a truth-
discerning, beauty-loving soul assures eternal salvation by leading the mortal creature 
towards the "singleness of purpose to do the Father's will, to find God and to become like 
him." [UB 132:3:4 (1459:4)]  

 

 

The meanings of eternal truth are appealing to both the intellectual and spiritual natures of 
mortal man. The revelation of the infinite values of divine goodness to the finite mind is 
perceived and elevated to the very threshold of the spiritual level of human comprehension. 
The intellectual appeal of universal beauty leads towards a unified and synchronous 
comprehension of the harmonious relations and rhythms of the cosmic creation. It is through 
the discovery of truth that man attains the appreciation for beauty, and it is through the 
exercise of spiritual love that man ascends into goodness. 
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The comprehension of truth, beauty and goodness embrace the revelation of Deity to the 
realms of time and space. God is the source and destiny of all that is good and beautiful and 
true. The Creator, as the God of universal love, reveals himself to the fullness of the 
creature's spiritual capacity to comprehend the qualities of divine truth, beauty, and 
goodness. To finite man, this intellectual approach to universe realities promotes the 
supreme ideal of the full revelation of divinity reality. These personal experiences become 
power-unified in supremacy and personified as the God of fatherly love. Love, then, as the 
sum and total experience of universal beauty, eternal truth, and divine goodness becomes 
the focus of mankind's perception of God as his Spirit Father. In the world of religious 
experience, we find the goodness of God. In the intellectual world, we discover eternal truth. 
In the physical universe, we discern divine beauty. These divine realities become the 
supreme qualities of the eternal as reflected in time and space. These are the 
comprehensible elements of Deity - living truth (God in mind), universal beauty (God in 



35 
 

matter), and divine goodness (God in spirit). They are revealed to mind-conscious beings in 
time and space, in the Deity Realm of Supremacy.  

The evolving creature is challenged with the discovery and integration of the experiential 
realities of these reality systems of truth, beauty, and goodness. The finite realm of the 
mortal mind begins to comprehend that there is an intellectual coherence in his discoveries 
of living truth, and this influences the promotion of personal philosophical beliefs. This 
mortal mind begins to grasp that there is an emotional attractiveness in his experience with 
harmonious beauty in the material creations, and this helps in the development of an 
appealing cosmology. This mortal mind also realizes that there is a stability of spiritual 
values characterizing divine goodness, and this generates a reverence for all things divine.  

Within the seven-adjutant mind of an evolving creature, these discoveries of truth, beauty, 
and goodness initiate human religious experience that finds registry and integration within 
the mortal soul. The mortal soul experiences increased revelation, enhanced appreciation, 
and augmented perfection-hunger. This is a process of internalization of new meanings and 
values, and it drives the completion of the seven circles of pre-morontia attainment. The 
tutelage of the seven adjutant mind-spirits, under the direction of the Spirit of Wisdom, 
works in preparation for the superimposition of morontia soul-mind upon the foundation of 
adjutant mind.  
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The love of the beautiful, the pursuit of truth, and the worship of divine goodness lead the 
mortal being to spiritual insight. Love, as the highest of these values, leads us to God. The 
love-dominated personality unifies the powers of the soul resulting in health, mental 
efficiency, and happiness. The powers of the soul arise from the conceptual unification of 
truth, beauty, and goodness. The morontia soul becomes permeated by truth, beauty, and 
goodness as the value-realization of God-consciousness. Mankind unifies the concepts of 
truth, beauty, and goodness by the increasing spirituality of his experience as he ascends 
towards Paradise realities. Only a God-knowing personality can realize the unity of truth, 
beauty and goodness through spiritual experience.  

The result is that the mortal creature experiences ever-progressive levels of unified self-
realization co-ordinated in personality experience, and these new expressions of personality 
become the personal identity response of a transformed being. Personal philosophy has 
transformed into the cosmic sanity of faith. The appreciation for awe-inspiring cosmology 
has stimulated healthy prayer. The reverence for divine goodness has revealed the joyful 
happiness in the outpouring of worship. 

Physical Harmony - health 

Balanced Mind - sanity 

Spirit Growth - happiness and lasting joy 
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All of these personal transformations of identity and expression find their collective impact 
within the actualizing realm of the evolving Supreme Being, where the finite maximums of 
ideational experience find correlation within the experience of the Supreme Being. Living 
truth translates into the supreme reality of mercy as conditioned with righteousness, 
wisdom, and justice. Universal beauty becomes conducive towards developing a life as 
motivated for tranquil service and ministry. Divine goodness becomes supremely expressed 
in the serene satisfaction of sharing divine love.  

The Mortal mind is increasingly challenged to integrate personal concepts of eternal truth, 
universe beauty, and divine goodness. These new and progressive visions of reality, all 
dominated by divine love, lead ever onward towards spiritual insight and soul enhancement. 
The achievement of godliness is "the experiential blending in the evolutionary experience of 
eternal truth, universal beauty, and divine goodness." [UB 44:7:4 (507:5)] Living in the 
Father's will is predicated on truth, sensitive to beauty, and dominated by goodness. These 
qualities of mortal experience are perfectly and absolutely unified in God, and they are 
subject to ever-progressive levels of unified self-realization. Although the finite mind cannot 
experience the absolute nature of truth, beauty, and goodness, the human personality can 
acquire a unique and personal experience of their divine attributes. The reality of this 
experience becomes a unique possession of the human soul. 
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Science, Religion, Philosophy, and Revelation  

Science is representative of mankind's attempt to study the cosmic realities of his physical 
environment. Science uses reason as a tool for recognizing the conclusions of 
consciousness with regard to the experience in and with the physical world of energy and 
matter. The relevant facts of science are clarified and correlated, becoming meaning 
"through encircuitment in the thought streams of mind." [UB 102:2:5 (1120:2)] Science is 
dedicated to the investigation of physical things and energies. Religion, on the other hand, 
deals with the realities of a spiritual nature. Science encounters great difficulties when it 
presumes to make pronouncements on things that are not associated with the physical 
creation. The analytical tools of science cannot penetrate the worlds of either mind (the 
proper domain of philosophy) or spirit (the proper domain of religion). However, this inability 
of science to effectively delve into the worlds of mind and spirit does not in any way negate 
the unique value it brings to providing insights into the workings of the physical creation. 
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Philosophy designates the love of wisdom. It is representative of mankind's enlightened 
mind-effort to discover the intellectual meanings of facts and values through his efforts to 
organize and correlate the findings of science and the personal experiences of religion into 
a reasonable and unified attitude towards the cosmos. Philosophy seeks for the first 
principles of being and experience, and it delves into the nature, function, and value of 
religion. In its most basic function, philosophy attempts to arrive at a coordinated 
comprehension of reality. In its highest function, philosophy strives for the spiritual insights 
and unified values of eternal meanings. 

 

  

Religion is representative of mankind's personal experience with the cosmos of spirit values. 
Religion exercises faith for recognizing the validity of spirit-consciousness. Religion puts its 
faith in the goodness of God. The realm of religion encompasses the total of human life 
experience. The religious experience does not need to acquiesce to the scrutiny of science 
or philosophy in order to certify its value.  
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Religion stands above science and philosophy, but its truths do not conflict with their 
doctrines. Spiritual love has the utmost of personal value when it is invested with truth, 
beauty, and goodness. The power of love drives man's perfection-hunger for truth beauty, 
and goodness.  
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True religion, if it is to remain dynamic and meaningful to the day-to-day lives of men and 
women, must not be crystallized into formalized and static dogma. True religion must be 
individually personalized for each unique child of the heavenly Father. Rather than 
acquiesce to an institutionalized religion of authority, we will fare much better if we choose 
to share in the personal religion of our Master, Jesus of Nazareth. He provides the perfect 
example of religious living in dedication to doing the will of the Father. We should feel 
inspired and be encouraged for finding our own personal spiritual life with the Original 
Father. This approach is mandated by Jesus' saving gospel of the kingdom, the religion of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 
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Revelation is the potent technique for assisting the mortal efforts to unify his cosmic 
viewpoint by affirming the unified reality and relationships of matter and spirit via the 
mediation of mind. The truth of revelation is revealed in its usefulness in the human life 
experience. Revelation works to synthesize the insights of science and religion into a life-
revealing cosmic philosophy. Revelation does not ever contravene the truths of science, 
religion, or philosophy. The process of revelation adds a new dimension of spiritual insight 
by affirming the divine unity of the fact of Deity, the idea of the absolute, and the spiritual 
personality of God. The Universal Father himself is a revelation of the universal fact of 
existence, the eternal idea of mind, and the infinite spirit of life. 

Revelation is intended to spur on the spiritual progress of mankind. However, it is provided 
only in measured doses. Too large an infusion of revelation cannot be fully assimilated, and 
it may actually hinder the development of original and autorevelatory insights within the 
mind of man. 
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Philosophy, cosmology, theology, and revelation are representative of the quest of the ever-
advancing mortals to gain a better understanding and a fuller realization of the 
comprehensible elements of Deity. The mind reasons between right and wrong with the 
subsequent acquirement of knowledge. The soul displays wisdom in discerning between 
truth and error and this leads to self-revelation. The inner spirit of man conveys the 
enhancement of faith that results in living spiritual experience and facilitated spirit leading. 
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Religious experience leads to the application of a positive and living faith in the goodness of 
the universe realm. Such a faith-trust leads to the ideal of a religious philosophy where the 
love of the Paradise Father is fully depended on, where salvation is taken for granted, and 
where the greatest burning desire is the doing the will of the Father. There develops a new 
and appealing philosophy of living that "will attract all that is good in the mind of man and 
challenge that which is best in the human soul." [UB 2:7:10 (43:3)] 
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Fact and Truth, Belief and Faith 

 

  

Man reaches inward and Paradiseward for God-consciousness, for the faith-experience of 
the spiritual values of the Universal Father and the Eternal Son. Man reaches outward and 
spaceward for an energy understanding of the material cosmos, for the energy facts of the 
Universal Controller and the Isle of Paradise. The Infinite-I AM, as both Paradise Father and 
First Source and Center, perfectly correlates these two phases of universe experience in the 
mind-functioning of the Conjoint Actor, and he unifies them in the emerging Deity of the 
Supreme Being. 

I can choose to accept that my many beliefs are true and reasonable. I can profess with 
certainty and conviction that my assembled facts are accurate and true. I can associate with 
other people who share my beliefs. We can find mutual agreement that we have all our facts 
straight, that they are inclusively coherent, and that they are reliably repeatable in our 
experience. We can further collectively assert that our reasoned conclusions based on 
these facts are the basis of truth and are worthy of influencing our beliefs. Nevertheless, we 
should be cautious about the simplistic equating of fact and truth. Individual facts are 
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isolated, unassociated, and technically cold. They may be factually correct, but that does 
not mean that they necessarily represent the truth. For example, one could try to convey the 
facts of the nature and actions of human love, but these assembled facts will never convey 
the truthful experience of human love. Truth adds a quality of personal meaning and value. 

All truth takes origin in God who is "the first truth and the last fact." All facts exist in relativity 
next to a God who is absolute. Reason and logic can propose the probability of God, but 
only faith can supplement reason and logic with moral certainty, thereby achieving harmony 
between the infinite truth of God and the universal fact of God. Scientific materialism utterly 
fails to recognize the manifold activities of universe phenomena as deriving from the 
creative acts of a purposive Creator. It persistently reverts phenomena of the higher cosmic 
realities of mind and spirit back into the baser and more derivative aspects of material 
reality. 

Belief accepts the facts of acquired knowledge - this information is provable. Beliefs can be 
supported and validated through the scrutiny of trial and error. Faith, on the other hand, 
must be validated through personal living experience. Faith motivates the individual to focus 
his highest perception on "the validity of the innate recognition of things, meanings, and 
values." [UB 103:7:13 (1139:5)] The only proof available to support personal faith is based 
on the innate recognition of emerging spiritual consciousness. Faith dominates the life 
experience of the individual resulting in growing religious experience and developing an 
enhanced hunger for God consciousness. 
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